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SERIES). By E. Ashby Johnson. John Knox Press. 
79 pages. $1. (paper). 
TEILHARD DE CHARDIN (MAKERS OF CON- 
TEMPORARY THEOLOGY SERIES). By Bernard 
Towers. John Knox Press. 45 pages. $1.25 (paper). 
WORSHIP IN ISRAEL. By Hans-Joachim Kraus. John 
Knox Press. 246 pages. $6. 
ELEMENTS FOR A SOCIAL ETHIC. By Gibson 
Winter. The Macmillan Company. 304 pages. $7.95. 
THE MUSLIM WORLD ON THE EVE OF EUROPE’S 
EXPANSION. Edited by John J. Saunders. Prentice- 
Hall Inc. 146 pages. $1.94 (paper). 
ILLUSTRATING THE LESSON 1967. By Arthur House 
—— Fleming H. Revell Co. 120 pages. $1.95 
paper). 
THE HUMILIATION OF THE CHURCH. By Albert 
Van Den Heuvel. The Westminster Press. 192 
pages. $2.25. 
THE PEACE CORPS—AMBASSADORS OF GOODWILL. 
By Henry B. Lent. The Westminster Press. 172 
pages. $3.75. 
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STUDIES IN CHRISTIAN EXISTENTIALISM. By 
John Macquarrie. The Westminster Press. 278 pages. 


$6. 

TOWARD FULLNESS OF LIFE. By Suzanne De 
Dietrich. The Westminster Press. 94 pages. $1.25 
(paper). 
HEALTH IS A COMMUNITY AFFAIR. By National 
Commission on Community Health. Services. Harvard 
a Press. 252 pages. $2.25 (paper). $5. 
(cloth). 

THE SACRED LAND. By George A. F. Knight. A. J. 
Holman Co. pages unlisted. $1.25 (paper). ; 
THE SECULAR CITY DEBATE. Edited by Daniel 


Callahan. The Macmillan Co. 218 pages. $5.95 
(cloth). $1.45 (paper). ; 
BETWEEN FAITH AND THOUGHT. By Richard 


Kroner. Oxford University Press. 203 pages. $4.95. 
PREMARITAL SEX IN A CHANGING SOCIETY. By 
Rogert R. Bell. Prentice-Hall, Co.. 
THE NEW CHURCH: ESSAYS IN 
REFORM. By Daniel Callahan. Charles 
Sons. 222 pages. $4.50. 

FROM DEATH TO LIFE THROUGH CHRIST. By 
et G. Lee. Zondervan Publishing House. 120 pages. 
$2.95. 

SIMPLE SERMONS FOR SUNDAY MORNING. By W. 
oo Ford. Zondervan Publishing House. 127 pages. 
$2.50. 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 
By S. Morris Eames. Bethany College. 110 pages. $3. 


Scribner’s 


AN ANSWER FOR AGNOSTICS. By Russell J. 
a Christopher Publishing House. 173 pages. 
$3.95. 


THE FOOL HAS SAID GOD IS DEAD. By William 
H. Thompson. Christopher Publishing House. 102 
pages. $3. 

THE CONSUMERS’ UNION REPORT ON FAMILY 
PLANNING. By Alan F. Guttmacher, A. J. Sobrero, 
Rael Jean Isaac. Consumers’ Union Publication. 191 
pages. $1.75 (paper). 

THE BIBLE AND THE ROLE OF WOMEN. 
CAL SERIES). By Krister Stendahl. 
48 pages. $0.85 (paper). 

A PRIMER OF OLD TESTAMENT TEXT CRITICISM 
(BIBLICAL SERIES). By D. R. Ap-Thomas. Fortress 
Press. 56 pages. $0.85 (paper). 

AFFLUENCE AND THE CHRISTIAN (SOCIAL 
ETHICS SERIES). By Hendrik Van Oyen. Fortress 
Press. 37 pages. $0.85 (paper). 

LUTHER’S DOCTRINE OF THE TWO KINGDOMS 
(SOCIAL ETHICS SERIES). By Heinrich Bornkamm. 
Fortress Press. 41 pages. $0.85 (paper). 

A LIFE OF LUTHER. By Oskar Thulin. Fortress Press. 
210 pages. $9. 

THE CHRISTIAN PERSUADER. By Leighton Ford. 
Harper & Row, Publishers. 159 pages. $3.95. 

THE PERSON REBORN. By Paul Tournier. Harper & 
Row, Publishers. 248 pages. $4.50. 

OFF THE BEATEN PATH. By Per Lonning. Harper 
& Row. Publishers. 176 pages. $4.50. 

SUNDAY WITH THE FAMILY CIRCUS. By Bil 
Keane. The Judson Press. Pages unlisted. $1. (paper). 
THROUGH HOSPITAL WINDOWS. By Lois H. Young. 
The Judson Press. 31 pages. $1. (paper). 
THOUGHTS ALONG THE ROAD. By Harleigh M. 
Rosenberger. The Judson Press. 126 pages. $3.50. 
THE DISCOVERY OF THE CHURCH. By Wm. Barnett 
+ Reed & Company Publishers. 104 pages. 
$2.95. 
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EVERYONE IN THE BIBLE. By William P. Barker. 
Fleming H. Revell Co. 370 pages. $6.95. (introduc- 
tory price to Jan. 1. 1967—$5.95.) 

PROPHETIC RELIGION. By Trevor Lind. St. Martin's 
Press. 178 pages. $5.00. 

HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. By Richard M. 
Spielmann. The Seabury Press. 182 pages. $4.95. 
FORMS AND SUBSTANCES IN THE ARTS. By 
= Gilson. Charles Scribner's Sons. 282 pages. 


$4 

INTRODUCTION TO THE PSALMS. By Chistoph 
Barth. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 87 pages. $2.95. 
ATONEMENT AND PSYCHOTHERAPY. By Don S. 
Browning. Westminster Press. 288 pages. $6. 
PRAYING WITH PAUL. By R. L. Brandt. Baker Book 
House. 106 pages. $2.50. 

THE NEW SMITH’S BIBLE DICTIONARY. By Wil- 
liam Smith. Doubleday & Company, Inc. 441 pages. 
$4.95 (regular), $5.95 (thumb indexed). 
DIALOGUES WITH GOD—PRAYING FOR DAY-TO- 
DAY LIVING. By Ol Thomas Miles. Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co. 185 pages. $2.25 (paper). 
URBAN CHURCH BREAKTHROUGH. By Richard E. 
Moore & Duane L. Day. Harper & Row Publishers. 
183 pages. $4.50. 


GOD'S WORD ae By J. C. Wenger. Herald 
Press. .150 pages. $3.50 
THE DEVIL WITH JAMES BOND! By Ann S. 


Boyd. John Knox Press. 123 pages. $1.75 (paper). 
MORAL LAW IN CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ETHICS. By 
Walter G. Muelder. John Knox Press. 189 pages. $5. 
THE KINGDOM ON EARTH. By George M. Lamsa. 
Unity Books. 192 pages. $2.95. 

THE GOSPEL OF MARK. By Charles R. Erdman. 
The Westminster Press. 213 pages. $1.25 (paper). 
THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW. By Charles R. Erd- 
man. The Westminster Press. 253 pages. $1.25 
(paper). 

PELOUBET'S SELECT NOTES, 1967, 93RD ANNUAL 
VOL. By Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde Co. 436 
pages. $3.25. 

DIAPER DAYS OF DALLAS. By Ted Dealey. Abing- 
don Press. 192 pages. $3.95. 
HIS CHURCH. By Reuben H. 
Press. 143 pages. $3. 
JAMES BOND’S WORLD OF VALUES. By Lycurgus 
M. Starkey, Jr. Abingdon Press. 96 pages. $1.45 
(paper) . 

HOW TO STAND UP FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE. 
> ae J. Detweiler. Association Press. 126 pages. 
$2.9) 
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CHAPBOOK 2—HYMNS, FUN SONGS, WORSHIP 
RESOURCES. Published jointly by The Bethany Press, 
and The Judson Press. 186 songs. $0.60 each (paper). 
$0.45 for 5 or more. $45 for 100. 
ENCOUNTERING THE UNSEEN. By Paul Lambourne 
Higgins. T. S. Denison & Co., Inc. 152 pages. $3.75. 
HYMNS AND HUMAN LIFE. By Erik Routley. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 346 pages. $3.95. 
SECULAR CHRISTIANITY. By Ronald Gregor Smith. 
Harper & Row Publishers. 222 pages. $5. 
EVENING STAR. By Faith Baldwin. Holt, 
and Winston, Inc. 191 pages. $4.95. 

YOU SHALL BE AS GODS. By Erich Fromm. Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, Inc. 240 pages. $4.95, 

JIM CLARK AT THE WHEEL. By Jim Clark. Pocket 
Books. 174 pages. $0.75 (paper). 
UNDERSTANDING GOD. By Frederick Herzog. Charles 
Scribners Sons. 191 pages. $4.50. 
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QUESTION: Don’t you think that 
the preaching has to be well filled 
with doctrine and our beliefs if 
the attendance is to keep up? 


ANSWER: Yes, but that is not 
all. In these columns I have 
mentioned the educational func- 
tion of the pulpit many times. I 
can well believe that every pro- 
fessor of preaching in a seminary 
has said the same thing. 

Doctrinal preaching does not 
have to be boring or repetitious. 
Nor does it have to be ground 
to death week after week. A wise 
preacher will keep balance (my 
pet word again) in his sermon 
schedule for the year. He will 
include doctrinal preaching. He 
may, for instance, preach a ser- 
mon on the doctrine of redemp- 
tion without using the word 
redemption. 

A sharp pulpit man will avoid 
the superficial machine-gun-like 
repetition of supposedly accept- 
able, historic, pious statements. 
He will define these phrases. He 
will put meat on the old bones. 
His preaching will speak of depth 
of knowledge and strength of 
faith. 

Yes, I think this preaching will 
help encourage church attend- 
ance. 

I also believe that church at- 
tendance will encourage this 
worthwhile type of sermon. A 
minister can preach a_ better 
sermon to a large congregation 
than he can to empty pews. 
Whose fault is it that the pews 
are empty? Let’s go down the 
line. 

We'll start with the preacher. 
That is where most people start. 
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Many times a preacher does drive 
attendance down. People do not 
want to hear continuous tirades 
or heated blasts against other 
Christians. They do not take 
kindly to the all-wise preacher 
who thinks he knows more about 
the Christian way of life than 
other preachers know. 

They do not care to listen to 
the preacher who does not pre- 
pare his sermons. They do not 
stay long with the preacher who 
preaches essentially the same 
sermon every week. 

They do not remain loyal in 
attendance when they are con- 
tinually “bawled out’ by the 
preacher. They have _ enough 
frustration without the pastor 
passing his frustrations on to 
them. 

If the preacher does. not 
respect the pulpit, the congrega- 
tion will follow his suit. If the 
preacher tells them the sermons 
of today are irrelevant, they will 
believe him and stay home. 

We could add some other items 
to this list. The above are but 
illustrations. Let us now look at 
the other side of the coin. 

Many preachers are wearing 
their hearts out trying to bring 
sermons that help men to be rec- 
onciled to God. They do this 
with careful preparation and 
deep devotion. Why does attend- 
ance dip for them as it does for 
many? 

Changing communities is one 
answer. People move, about 20 
per cent of our American families 
move every year. His sermons 
don’t drive them away. Their jobs 
do. 


Many people are enjoying a 


new affluency. They have summer 
camps, automobiles, boats and 
television, that beckon them to 
miss church. Many church officers 
are caught in this. It is not the 
preacher’s fault that people are 
like Demas (2 Tim. 4:10). 

It is not the preacher’s fault 
that many people are so inter- 
ested in “status” activities that 
they neglect their church com- 
mitment. Why blame the pulpit 
because some lazy Christians 
stay away from church? 

I don’t object to placing honest 
blame on a preacher when he 
deserves it. After thirty years in 
the ministry, I am tired of hear- 
ing people blame the preacher 
when it is their own “emptiness” 
that is really to blame. 

If belief in Christ and his 
church is what I believe it to be, 
then the blame for non-attend- 
ance rests squarely on the shoul- 
ders of those who do not attend. 
Each one must accept his share 
of blame if he does not attend. 
To blame the preacher may be 
cowardly. 
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“I would like to wish you 
all a Happy New Year . 
eg you realize the odds 
against it!” 


THE CHRISTIAN 


